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that they're laying the foundation of peace.
In other words, the work we’re doing today
really will yield peace for a generation to
come. And part of my discussion with them
was I wanted them to think back to the work
after World War II. After World War II, we
defeated—after we defeated Germany and
Japan, this country went about the business
of helping these countries develop into de-
mocracies. Isn’t it interesting a country
would go to—have a bloody conflict with two
nations, and then help democracy succeed.
Why? Because our predecessors understood
that forms of government help yield peace.
In other words, it matters what happens in
distant lands.

And so today, I can report to you that
Japan is a strong ally of the United States.
I've always found that very ironic that my
dad, like many of your relatives, fought the
Japanese as the sworn enemy, and today, one
of the strongest allies in keeping the peace
is the Prime Minister of Japan. Something
happened between when old George H. W.
Bush was a Navy fighter pilot and his boy
is the President of the United States. Well,
what happened was the form of government
changed. Liberty can transform enemies into
allies. The hard work done after World War
IT helped lay the foundation of peace.

How about after the Korean war? Some
of you are Korean vets, I know. I bet it would
have been hard for you to predict, if you can
think back to the early fifties, to predict that
an American President would say that we’ve
got great relations with South Korea, great
relations with Japan, that China is an emerg-
ing marketplace economy, and that the re-
gion is peaceful. This is a part of the world
where we lost thousands of young American
soldiers, and yet there’s peace.

I believe that U.S. presence there has
given people the time necessary to develop
systems of government that make that part
of the world a peaceful part of the world,
to lay the foundation for peace. And that’s
the work our soldiers are doing in the Middle
East today, and it’s necessary work. It is nec-
essary because what happens in the Middle
East, for example, can affect the security of
the United States of America. And it’s hard
work, and we’ve lost some fantastic young
men and women, and we pray for their fami-
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lies, and we honor their service and their sac-
rifice by completing the mission, by helping
a generation of Americans grow up in a
peaceful world.

I cannot tell you how honored I am to
meet with the families of the fallen. They
bear an unbelievable pain in their heart. And
it’s very important for me to make it clear
to them that I believe the sacrifice is nec-
essary to achieve the peace we all long for.

I thank you for supporting our troops. I
thank you for setting such a fantastic example
for a great group of men and women who
have volunteered to serve our country, and

thanks for being such fine Americans.
God bless.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 10:23 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Bob Sussan, commander,
American Legion Post 177; Secretary of Defense
Robert M. Gates; President Hamid Karzai of Af-
ghanistan; Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq;
Lt. Gen. David H. Petracus, USA, commanding
general, Multi-National Force—Iraq; Lt. Gen.
Abboud Gambar, Iraqi commander of Baghdad,
Iraqi Army; Haytham Kazim Abdallah Al-Shimari,
head of the Rusafa Al Qaida-Iraq bomb network;
and Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan.

Memorandum on Assignment of
Functions Relating to the
Information Sharing Environment

April 10,2007

Memorandum for the Director of National
Intelligence

Subject: Assignment of Functions Relating to
the Information Sharing Environment

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and laws of the United
States of America, including section 301 of
title 3, United States Code, the functions of
the President under section 1016(b) of the
Intelligence Reform and Terrorism Preven-
tion Act of 2004 (Public Law 108—458) (the
“Act”) are hereby assigned to the Director
of National Intelligence (Director).

The Director shall perform such functions
in a manner consistent with direction and
guidance issued by the President, including
(1) the Memorandum for the Heads of Exec-
utive Departments and Agencies of June 2,
2005, entitled “Strengthening Information
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Sharing, Access, and Integration—Organiza-
tional, Management, and Policy Develop-
ment Structures for Creating the Terrorism
Information Sharing Environment,” and (2)
the Memorandum for the Heads of Execu-
tive Departments and Agencies of December
16, 2005, entitled “Guidelines and Require-
ments in Support of the Information Sharing
Environment;” provided that the Director
shall ensure that the official within the Office
of the Director of National Intelligence pre-
viously designated as the program manager
responsible for information sharing across
the Federal Government pursuant to the Act
shall be the assistant to the Director in car-
rying out the functions delegated by this
memorandum.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this memorandum in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 12, 2007]

NotTE: This memorandum was published in the
Federal Register on April 13.

Statement on Senate Passage of the
“Stem Cell Research Enhancement
Act of 2007” and the “Hope Offered
through Principled and Ethical Stem
Cell Research Act”

April 11, 2007

Scientists believe that stem cells have the
potential for medical breakthroughs in treat-
ing debilitating medical diseases and dis-
orders. However, the advancement of
science and medicine need not conflict with
the ethical imperative to protect every
human life. T am a strong supporter of sci-
entific research, which is why I authorized
the first Federal funding for research on em-
bryonic stem cells, under careful safeguards,
starting in 2001.

My policy unleashed an unprecedented
scientific effort using the stem cell lines my
policy approved for funding. While encour-
aging—not banning—research, my policy
also ensures that Federal funds are not used
to create incentives to destroy or harm or
create living human embryos for purposes of
research.
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The Senate today voted in support of legis-
lation to overturn these safeguards. I believe
this will encourage taxpayer money to be
spent on the destruction or endangerment
of living human embryos—raising serious
moral concerns for millions of Americans.

Research using human embryonic stem
cells is still at an early stage, and it will be
years before researchers know how much
promise lies in therapeutic applications. I be-
lieve this early stage is precisely when it is
most important to develop ethically respon-
sible techniques, so the potential of stem
cells can be explored without violating
human dignity and life.

S. 5 is very similar to legislation I vetoed
last year. This bill crosses a moral line that
I and many others find troubling. If it ad-
vances all the way through Congress to my
desk, I will veto it.

Meanwhile, exciting and significant sci-
entific advances have been reported over the
past few years on uses of stem cells that do
not involve the destruction of embryos.
These advances using adult and other forms
of stem cells are exciting. Some have even
produced effective therapies and treatments
for disease—all without the destruction of
human life.

The second bill that passed the Senate
today, the Hope Act, builds on this ethically
appropriate research by encouraging further
development of these alternative techniques
for producing stem cells without embryo cre-
ation or destruction. I strongly support this
bill, and I encourage the Congress to pass
it and send it to me for my signature, so stem
cell science can progress, without ethical and
cultural conflict.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 5 and S. 30.

Proclamation 8123—National
D.A.R.E. Day, 2007

April 11, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Each year, Drug Abuse Resistance Edu-
cation (D.A.R.E.) teaches millions of chil-
dren across our country how to resist drugs



